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The ensuing Tract, which was written by William 
Penn, in the year 1677, ia now reprinted (with one or 
two small omissions) from the Appendix to his Life in 
the first Edition of hia "Works. The Title at length as 
there given, is, A Tender Visitation in the love of God 
that ooercomelh the World, to all people in the High 
and Low Dutch JVatioJis, who hunger and tliirst after 
Righteousness, and desire to know and worship God 
in Truth and Sincerity, containing a plain Testi- 
mony to the Aneient and Apostolical Life, Way, and 
Worship, that God is reviving and exalting in the 
Earth, in his Spirit and Truth. The universal im- 
portance of (he subject, and the impressive manner in 
which it is treated, have led to a persuasion that the 
republication of this Epistle or Address will be accept- 
able; and a hope is entertained, that the circulation of 
it may be of service in promoting the cause of vital 
Religion. 
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TENDER VISITATION 



Friends, 

In that love wherewith God, the Father of all mercy, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ hath loved and visited my 
soul, I likewise love and visit you; wishing in the 
same love that you, with all the saints might come to 
experience, what is the knowledge, faith, hope, wor- 
ship, and service, that is of and from God, and which 
alone is truly acceptable unto him.* And that you 
might so run, that you may obtain ; and that you being 
armed with the spiritual weapons, may so fight, as you 
may gain the prize, and inherit the crown : so that the 
great God, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, he who 
shall judge the quick and the dead, he may be known 
hy you, to be your God, and you may know yourselves 
to be his children; born not of Jfopd, nor of the will 
of the flesh, nor of the wiU of man, but born again of 
his holy and incorruptible seed ; by the Word of God, 
horn of his Spirit,^ and joined unto him in an ever- 
lasting covenant ; that wnile you live here, you may 
not live to yourselves, but to the glory of God: and 
when you liave finished your course here below, you 
may lay down your heads in peace, and enter into 
everlasting rest with the faithful ; here all tears shall 
be wiped away from your eyes, and everlasting joy 
and gladness shall be the portion of your inheritance.! 

Let me, therefore, Friends, speak freely, and be 
open-hearted unto you, and consider you my words in 
the fear of God, for I am pressed in spirit to write to 
you. 

* John iv. 9B, 24. t John i. U. lai, 6, wi^ -p^X- V^^- 

t Rev, 3»l. 4. 



First, Have you all turned yourselves to God, who 
was the Teacher of Adam, (while in his innocency,) 
who was the Teacher of the Israelites, through his 
prophets, and of the true Christians, through his Son, 
Jesus;* through whom he speaks his will in the 
hearts of all true Christians : if not, then arc you yet 
erring from his Spirit, and going astray from the Lord, 
who is the Teacher of the New Covenant, 

Secondli/, Know you the end and design of the com- 
ing of Christ ? ate you come to an iowatd experience 
of what the same is } Hearken to the words of his 
beloved disciple, who has said. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that lie might (put an end 
to sin, and) destroy the works of the devilA Do you 
knoiv this hy your own experienced Ah! deceive not 
yourselves; where, pray, does sin dwell? and where 
are the works of the devil 1 are they not in the hearts 
of men and women 1 is not that the seat of tcickedness, 
the tabernacle of sin, the temple of the devil? have 
not men there worshipped his spirit ?t have not men 
there bowed down before himl and are not all such 
bom of his evil seed 1 Must not Christ, who is the 
Seed of God, bruise his head, there destroy his work, 
and lake his kingdom from him 1 The soul, which by 
Satan is defiled, and kept in captivity, must not Christ 
redeem it, purify it, and save it; that it may be 
changed, and seasoned with the Divine seed, and so 
come to bear the holy irnc^e of the same : to that end, 
that Christ may come to dwell in a pure heart, and 
that God may be worsliipped in his own ecangelical 
temple, in his own Spirit in man and woman 1 What 
of these things are you truly come to know 1 and what 
have you yet felt hereof] Christ is therefore come 
into the world, even for that very end is he called 
JESUS, viz. that he should save his people from their 
sins:\ and to that end has John directed all to him 
by these words, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away Me sin of l/ie world. \ 

'Heb.i.S. f IJofenili.S. t Rev. xiW. \Ma«.'i.'i\. WJ**'^*^ ■»» 
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Look now to yourselves, O inhabitants of Christen^ 
iom / whether he has taken away your sins, and what 
those sins are. Examine and try yourselves by his 
holy light, from what evil things you are now re- 
deemed, which you were before subject imto; fot 
Christ saves no man from the wrath of Grod, whom he 
hath not first redeemed from sin: for, the wages of 
m is death,* and whatsoever men sow, that they shall 
reap, in the great and last day of judgment 

To whom then do you live my friends, and in what 

hfe? do you live in the life of God and Christ, wherein 

the saints of old did live, whose lives were hid with 

Christ in God /t and who did live, because Christ lived 

tn them ? Is the old wine, and also the old bottles put 

away] Is the old man with all his deeds put off? 

The old evil and corrupt ground, which brings forth 

all evil and corrupt fruits ; is that burnt up by the fire 

of God] for his Word is like afire.X The old heavens^ 

the old service of God, are they roUed up as a scroll, 

and vesture, and melted through the strong heat of the 

burning and judging Spirit of God? Are you become 

as new bottles, which receive the new wine of the 

kingdom of God which endures for ever 1 Have you, 

my friends, put on the new man, which after God is 

created in righteousness, and in true Holiness ?\ Can 

you feel that there is brought forth in you the new 

heaven and the new earth, wherein righteousness 

dwelleth? Consider, you who truly and sincerely 

seek to know the Lord, and his works in you, and 

tpend not your money for that which is not bread, nor 

your hhour for that which satisjieth not, I nor will 

profit any thing in the day of account : that your souls 

be not deceived, but that you may be saved in the day 

of the Lord. 

Come, you that are weary and heavy-laden and you 
that hunger and thirst after righteousfne^^^^sA da^ite. 

• Rom. vi. 23. f Col. lil. S. \ 3et. nS^« ». ^ ^^A^ .^N^- 



to walk in the purity and righteousness of the saints : 
be it known unto you that Jesus Christ who c»n dis- 
charge, ease, help, and save you all, he is near you, 
and stands at the door of your hearts, and that' be 
waits to be gracious to you ; he knocks that you, way 
otien unto him.* It is he who has visited you *iui 
'tas saving hght, whereby he has manifested your utttte 
•and condition to you, and begotten a holy "feeling in 
you, whereby you are become weary of yo\it evil 
doings, and raises up a holy thirst in you after bsttet 
things. Now then, if you desire, and expect evef to 
be filled, and satisfied from him, then must you receive 
him as he is revealed, and as bis holy will is made 
known in your hearts ; and keep yourselves under his 
holy judgments and reproofs ; for the reproofs of in' 
struction are the way of eternal life.^ Love, therefore, 
that which reproves yoa for evil, and turn frotn those 
evils for which you are reproved; for Zton shall Be 
redeemed through judgment, and her converts tOilM 
righteousness.t Love, I say, the judgmentB of Christy 
and submit thereunto, and wait for him, to feel hinj 
yet more and more, that you thus may say, with one 
of old, In the way of thi/ judgments, U Lord, have we 
Waited for thee: and with our souls have we desirea 
thee in, the night season ; and vnth our spirits (w'Min 
vi- will we seek thee early : for when thy fadgmenu 
are in the earth, the itUiabitants of the world toil 
learn righteousness. \ For judgment, said Christ, awj 
/ come into this world.-j that is, as a holy light 
to make manifest ; and as a righteous judge to conJ 
demn alt unrighteousness of men : and all those that 
love bis reproofs, and willingly suffer his cbastisings 
and fatherly rebukes, they shall ^^e. judgment broagh 
forth unto victory,^ and that the Prince of this world 
the corrupt root, the corrupt nature, ground, or origin 
in you, as well as the evil fiiiits, and ungodly wopJt 
thereof shall be judged. And when thia is done, hn 
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is fulfilled, then you shall know what it is to sing his 
high praises in truth and righteousness : then you 
shall come to sing the song of the Lamb ; and know 
that you, by that Lamb, ace redeemed and saved,* 

But it may be some will ask, Who is able to per- 
form so great and blessed a work 1 Fear not, you that 
aeek the kingdom of God, and his righteousness with 
all your hearts : for God has laid help upon one that is 
mighty, viz. upon Jesus Christ, and he shaL make your 
sins known unto you, and redeem you from all un- 
righteousness, if you will walk in his light, as his 
beloved disciple speaks, saying, If we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleaiiseth 
uajrom all-sinA And, therefore, friends, if you will 
be saved by the blood of Christ, then must you leave and 
forsake all which the hght of Christ does condenin in 
you ; yea, you must watch against your own thoughts, 
words, and deeds, that you. at unawares may not be 
overcome by the enemy of yom: souls ; for he comes as 
a thief in the night to destroy you. Do not live, nor 
act, so as to grieve the Holy Spirit of God;X but turn 
your minds from all evil, in thoughia, words, and 
deeds ; yea, if you love the light of Christ, then bring 
your deeds every day to the light, and see whether they 
are wrought in God, or no : for all things that are re- 
proved or justified are made manifest by the light, for 
whatsoevei- doth make manifest is light. '^ and that 
light burns as an oven agaiitst all unrighteousness ; 
yea, it is like a refiner's fir e.^ For it is the fiery part 
of the baptism of Christ, and therefore it is called the 
brightness of his coming, iJie consuming spirit of his 
moutk,^ whereby that wicked one shall be revealed, 
and burnt up, and rooted out; the thorns and briars 
shall be burned up and devoured, and the filthiness 
both of flesh and spirit purged away. If now your 
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sins are become a burthen to you ; if you thereby are 
wearied, and if you heartily desire tliat they may be 
weakened in mu, and at last conquered also ; then let 
the holy watch of Jesus be sincerely and earnestly kept 
in your hearts ; which watch is in the light ; for in dark- 
ness is no safe nor true watching. Watch therefore 
with the light of Christ wherewith you are enlight- 
ened : watch (I say) against every unfruitful thovtgkt, 
word, and work of darkness. Stand upon your guard 
in the blessed light, and be you armed therewith, like 
the saints of okL, that you may discern the enemy, 
and resist him, when and howsoever he does appear 
and approach unto you; that so he may not over- 
come you, but that you may obtain victory over him ; 
for when he sees his allurements ineffectual, his 
snares discovered and broken (as this is done in the 
light of Christ) then is he weakened in his attempts, 
and your souls grow stronger to resist him, until at 
last be is wholly defeated and conquered. For this 
was the way of the ancients, who were more than con- 
querors,* who, walking after the light and Spirit of 
Jesus, were redeemed from condemnation, which will 
come upon all those that live after the flesh. O this 
ligkt and this gra^e bringeth salvation ! for it teacheth 
us to deny utiffodliness, and worldly lusts which bring 
condemnation, and to live soberly y righteously and 
godly in this present worldA And this is the only 
living way to the everlasting rest and peace of God. 
This was the teacher of the saints, this was Patd*s 
refuge and comfort in his greatest temptations. My 
grace (said the Lord) is sti^ientfor tnee,X -^^ ^ 
it has been in time past, so is it in this our day, to all 
them that come to receive it, embrace it, and love it, 
and who are willing to be guided by it, and follow it ; 
and to them said the Lord, Depart you from all evil 
ways, from all vain uses and customs, and from the 
vanities of this world,\ Receive you my couxLsel, 



• Rom. vUi. 14. 37. t Tit iL 11, 12. M Cor. zii. 9. 

§ S«e Isa. Ui. 11. 



^Miich in tbd living oracle, or tlie voice of God^ eoA 
tie fimntiun of all wisdom ; and do not heir out to 
yourselves cistefns, broken eistbms thai c<m hold no 

i 

Ihirdfy, Are your preachers and teachers sent by 
God, or by men It How are they come to be your 
teachers] consider of this seriously. Are they of 
dmse tlMit have accompanied with Jesus 1 are they 
instructed and sanctified by him ] are they born again 1 
liave they received their commissions and are they 
8^t forth by himl]; are they true and fedthfiil wit- 
nesses 1 have they heard, seen, tasted, and handled 
that which they speak and deliver .unto you 1$ Is it 
the living Word which they preach unto you 1 or do 
they by their own spirit, and understandii^, in their 
own time and will, explain and interpret those matters, 
vhich the saints of old, and the primitive Christians 
spake forth as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 1| 
if it be so, then have they- not received such work, or 
such victory, through the Holy Spirit in themselves, 
as the saints had experience of. 

Fourthly, Do your preachers turn your minds to the 
light of Christ,ir (that is, the life in him,) which shines 
in your hearts ; which alone discovers sin to the crea» 
tare, and shows every man what the Lord do^ require 
(f him ?** Do they direct you to that light whicn did 
lead the saints of old, and by their heliemng in the 
hffht, made them children of light ?tt wherein the na- 
itons 0/ them that are saved shall walk IXt Do they 
turn you, (I say,) to this Ught, to this graxie and spirit 
in yourselves, which cometh by Jesus Christ ? Does 
your knowledge, feeling, experience, and worship, con- 
sist in the revelations and works of this blessed prin- 
ciple of God's begetting in you 1 so that your feith 
and hope consist not in words only, (though they may 

• Prov. viii. 1, &c Jer. ii. 18. \ G«l. lA. \ ^HaJeu^owv^V^* 
^ AetM L 4-5-8. 4 1 John Li. |^ ¥et.\«%\* ^ k<Xa^^ia:vv<^S&^ 
♦• Hie. tI.S. tt John xa.M« %X Iteir^xA^lft^^^* 
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all be true in words,) noi in the education of an out- 
ward religious persuasion by vain teachers ; but that 
■yauifaiffi. and hope are f;Toimded, and builded upoa 
the power of the iimng God, who gives victory over 
the world,* unto all those, who in their hearts believe 
in the light of Jesus : and this blessed hope purifies 
the heart, and fortifies the soul. 

Fifthly, When you come to your meetings, both 
preachers and people, what do you do 1 Do you then 
gather together bodily only, and kindle a fire, com- 
passing yourselves about with the sparks of your own 
kindling, and so please yourselves, and walk in the 
light of your own fire, and in the sparks which you have 
kiiidled ;t as tbose did in the time of old, whose por- 
tion it was to lie down in sorrow ? or rather, do you 
sit down in true silence, resting from your own ivill 
and workings, and waiting upon the Lord,X fixed with 
your minds in that light wherewith Christ has enlight- 
ened you,^ until the Lord breathes Ufe in you, re- 
fresheth you, and prepares you, and your spirits, and 
souls, to make you fit for his service, that you may 
ofTer unto him a pice and spiritual sacrifice 1 For 
that which is bom of the flesh, is flesh ;] and he thai 
soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption : 
for flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God : 
but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall, of t/ie Spirit, 
reap life elemal,% through Christ who has quickened 
him. 

What have you felt then, my friends, of this work 
in your hearts ] has Christ there appeared 1 what has 
he done for you 1 have you bowed down before him, 
and received him in your hearts I Is he fanned in 
you !•• Do you hve no more, but does Christ live in 
youl for if you know not Christ to be in you, then 
are you yet reprobates,fi though you confess him in 
words ; as the apostle said of old. 

•' ^"'•"v.4. fisa.l.ll. t Lam. u\. 15, ^6.18. ^ Stitaiv^. 
liii.O, f Gal. Ti. S ICor. xv.&O. "Oa\.\v,\^. 
ts 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 



11 

All yoQ, therefore, that hunger and thirst after 

fiw righteousness of God*s kingdom/ ^ick. ia an &jzwp^ 

lasting blessed kingdom, turn in,^ my firiends, and onme 

to Christ, who stands at the door of your hearts and 

knocks.^ He is the liffht of the. world, and it concemd 

all true savants of the Lord, to direct all men to this 

light : else have they not a right discerning, nor true 

sight or taste of the things of God, viz. to turn men 

from darkness to light, from the kin^^dom of Satan, to 

ike power, and kingdom of God ; irom the dark in*- 

ventions, and human traditions of men, to Christ, the 

great light of God, the High Priest, and Hofy Pro* 

phet, whom sdl men must hear, and out of whose mouth, 

the law of the spirit of life must be received.! By this 

he judges men in Righteousness, and in him are hid 

all the treaswres of wisdom and knowledge.% This is 

the High Priest of all true Christians, and their chief 

treaswre, 

Hiappy therefore are all those that receive lum in 
their hearts, those that know him to be their Ught, 
their guide, their kmg, their lawgiver, their bishop, 
and their heavenly shepherd, who follow him through 
all things, and through all persecutions, and sufferings, 
and that steadfastly love his cross, (the power of God,) 
and with all gladness embrace the reproach thereof: 
who have experienced, that without Christ ^ they can 
do nothing ; and therefore wait for his Divine power, 
strength, and wisdom, to govern and guide them. 
For such can receive no testimony from any preachers, 
except that testimony which is given from the holy 
unction,] in and through them; because men, without 
Christ, can do nothing, as he has said : for men cannot 
preach, men cannot pray, men cannot sing, as it ought 
to be ; yea, men, without him, can do nothing to the 
praise and glory of God. For it is only the Son of 
God that glorifies the Father through his children. 

• Mer. III. 20. t Rom. viu. 2. ^ Co\. \\. ^* S ^^3k».t.^.^. 

fl lJoVuiu.20. 
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And therefore let him kindle the fire with the pure 
cDals from his holy altar ; and do you not offer to hliii 
ia your self-will ; no, Jesus did not do hia own Vfill, 
but the tcill of his Fatlier.* So let us not do our own, 
hut his will. He has done nothing but what his 
Father had made known unto him ; and we must ^I 
witness what Christ has declared unto us, and what 
he has wrought in us,t or else we should be falae wit- 
nesses. Woman, said Christ to his mother, mine hoar 
it not yet come. So that he did wait his Father's 
time, in whose hands the times and seasons are. We 
must wait, but God orders, and happy are those who 
do hia will. My Sheep, said Christ, hear my voice 
and follow me ;% hut they will not hear the voice of 
strangers. Now those that speak, if their voices and 
conversations are not with the life, the power, and with 
the Spirit of Christ, they are strange voices, (I pray 
you observe well,) and Christ's sheep will not sit 
under such voices, nor under such shepherds,- who do 
but steal ^ the words of the prophets and apostles, but 
do not experience them, nor succeed them in their 
spirits and conversations ; for Christ's sheep do dis- 
cern those that so teach, from his, for he has given 
that spiritual gift to see them ; which is not to be had, 
nor found in the crafty wisdom of the world, with all 
its bumen learnings, arts, and sciences ; but stands in 
the innocent nature of the true sheep ; and for them it 
is like naiural, viz, soula that are become hannless, 
and are arrived at the state of a little child; for to 
such doth God reveal his secrets; because, by the 
work of regeneration, they are become his own be- 
gotten ; and to such belongs the kingdom of God, and 
the knowledge of the mysteries thereof. 

Wherefore, pray take notice, how it is with you. 
Is sin revealed] Yes. Through what'! By the 
light of Christ. But is sin likewise judged \ Have 
you submitted yourselves to his light? And are you 
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th^ewiiii iimtedl Is your ^ sel£-rigiijte0ttaiQ[e8s 
therebjr judged! and are ihexAy «U your faloe judgr 
ineiits judged ? Is the prince oi this werld judged jm 
you? ]>^ Christ go before y<ml* Aod does. he 
give you eternal life] Kxanaine and seardi youiy- 
sdhres, iox thus he deals with his sheep : / go htfme 
Man, A^y foUono ma, and^ behold^ I give them l^ 
etenioL Does Christ go before you, and lead you in 
all your w(Mrship, which you do as your bounden duty 
to Grod 1 Do you wait for his leadmgs 1 Is it the lOr 
ligion of Christ wherein you walk] Read his holy 
sermon on the mount. Or else, do you go before him, 
and do you ckmb vp another vay,! before he stirs in 
you, beiore he moves you, before he givesyou power 
and ability to approach his throne ] Ah ! True silence 
before the Lord, is better abundantly than forward 
prayers and ee^-willed offers, or any traditional and 
fcimal performances : for consider, that it is l^e eier^ 
md to know God,X Now, no man can know him, who 
has not heard his voice. And no man can hear his 
voice, who is not silent in himself, and waits not pah 
tienibf for him, that he may hear what God will speak 
to his soul,\ through Christ Jesus, the great, holy, and 
heavenly high Priest of Grod, to mankind, who is the 
heavenly prophet also, unto aU them that believe in 
his name. But, my friends, do you know the fellow^ 
Mp of his holy life, of his blessed cross, death, and 
resurredion 1\ Do you confess him inwardly in your^ 
selves, as well as outwardly before men ] If sq, then, 
has he given you life eternal. Again, if you feel not 
in you, 2^ and immortality^ brought to light, then are 
you yet in your sins, and know not the lAtmb of God, 
who taketh away the sin of the world** For as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
dkildren of GodA\ And they know by the witness of 
God in themselves, that they are of God, as said the 
belovBd disciple John,, And the waole world Ueth tfi 
unckedness.XX 

• JUhatJb 4. . f J0hn x. 1. B. % JcAmx^^. S ^%.\km».^. 

I P5MI. ill. 10, 11. % % TmuL 10. •* So\sxiV'»* 

ff John i. 12. \x \ 3o\»i^»'^^* 



14 

Beloved friends, beware therefore of idolatry, and 
worshippififf of images, I mean the worship of inward 
images, which ia an inward idolatry ; for ii you show 
a great aversion against all outward idolatry, yet if 
you worship God after the imagination you have of 
God, and which you conceive in your own minds, 
without the inspiration of the Almighty, you worship 
images of your own framing, and so come to commit 
idolatry. And therefore take heed that your worship 
does not consist in your own imaginations and self- 
conceits of God ; and do not bow down to such, (which 
is indeed to yourselves,) and then think or presume 
that you are bowing down to God and Christ : when 
on the contrary, it is nothing else but a mere picture 
of your own making. And this is the great abomina- 
tion and loss of poor Christendom, viz. That the spirit 
which deceives man, sits in the place of Gfod, and is 
worshipped as God,* by those that know not the true 
and living God, who is as a consuming fire, and as 
everlasting burnings in the soul against sin, righte- 
ousness, and judgment of the world.t 

Now he that revealeth the Father, is the Son, the 
true hght; for he has said. No man ktiovieth the 
Father but the Son, and he to whom ike Son toill reveal 
At'm.J Has Christ revealed the Father unto yout 
Are you come to Jesus ] If so, then you have known 
the godly sorrow, the true mourning, and that repent- 
ance which men need never to repent of. But if you 
have not known this day of judgment and contrition, 
then are you not come to Christ. Wherefore come 
you to Jesus, viz. to his appearance in you, by his 
divine Light and Spirit, which every way discovers 
and judges the world's nature, spirit, and image in 
you: for to him is all Judgment committed, and he 
will reveal the Father ; yea, he that has seen the Son, 
has likewise seen the Father ; for he is in the Father, 



15 

and the Father is in hijn.* If now the manifestation of 
Jesas in you, as well of the Father, as of the Son, is 
the fiymiacUion of your knowledge, so that God aiidt 
Christ, whom to know is life eternal, are become the 
hdy object of your worship ; then are you real wor- 
shippers in the Spirit and truth ;t then are you come 
out from the workmanship, from the will and imagina- 
tions of your "own spirits, and from all human worship, 
and are come to the worship of the Spirit of the living 
God, and to live in him, be led and moved by him in 
all godly performances, for the spirit of man only 
knows the things of man, but the Spirit of God knows 
and reveals the things of God.X (And this worship ^ 
of his kingdom and church, has Christ raised up again 
in these our days, which was set up by Christ sixteen 
hundred years ago.) And in this worship have the 
true followers worshipped the Father, before the great 
apostacy, from the Spirit and power of the Lord, broke 
in upon the primitive ages of the church. And after 
such a glorious manner shall it be restored ; yea, so it 
is already with many thousands, whom God, through 
the appearance of Christ in the heart, has gathered, 
both in our, and other countries, whereby he has 
judged them as men in the flesh (in thjeir fleshly lusts; 
in their fleshly worships) that they might live unto 
Grod and Christ, who quickened them by the death of 
the Cross, and justified them as men in the spirit risen 
from the dead. 

Glory be therefore to God, who lives and reigns on 
high, that that dark and sorrowful night is vanishing, 
and that the sim-rising of the eternal day has already 
appeared, and is arising more and more over the na- 
tions in the world ; in which day, Babylon^ the mother 
of harlots J \Jalse worshippers] shall come in remem" 
brance,\ before the God of the whole earth, viz. that 
Babylon, which has followed merchandizing with the 

♦ John idv. U), 11. t IcAm \^< %k^ \\ CAst.KvW. 
§ John W. 2S. \;iai^N. 'slVxA^. 
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Scripture, and with the souh of men* and h.!is perse- 
cuted the spiritual seed, the children of God, and 
taith^ witnesses of Jesus, (although clothed in sackr- 
clot/ij't because they would not receive her marks.X 
and Jierfine linen too, nor submit to her fleshly birth, 
invention, profession, worship, and dominion. 

This Babylon lives but too much yet in every one, 
of all sorts of people, or professors, by whom the truth 
is held in unrighteousness ; when they see not through 
the light of the Spirit of Christ, and when their know- 
ledge and worship of God is not received and per- 
formed, by that same blessed Spirit. There, I say is 
Bahflon, that is coifusion : Oh, come out of Iter my 
people ! saith the Lord, and I will receive you. 

He that calls God his father, and is not bom of 
God; he that calls Christ Lord, and not by the Holy 
Spirit, but jnean-while is serving another master; 
those that attribute to themselves the words of the 
regenerated, their revelations, and experiences, when 
they are yet unregenerated, and have no part therein, 
but endeavour in all these things to make themselves 
a&ir covering; they shall experience in the day of 
the Jjjrd, that it shall profit them nothing ; {oi Wo to 
those, saith the Lord, that cover with a covering, and 
not of my ^lirit ; Uiat take counsel, but not of me.^ 
Let, therefore, all those that are yet in Babylon, hasten 
out of her speedily, and you that are in the siAurbs of 
that great city, hasten you away; yea, make haste 
with all speed! Prepare yourselves to meet the 
Lamb, your bridegroom ; who comes now to you (who 
are mourning, hwigering, and thirsting after him) to 
lead you out of youi bewildered states, to his saving 
light, and blessed appearance : for now he sees you, 
and now he calls you, and knocks at your doors to 
come in unto you. And therefore open ye unto him, 
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and let him in ; let him no longer lie in the manger,* 
nor at your doors; but rather give him your hearts; 
and let him reign over you as a Kingf for he has 
bought us with his own precious bloody and is therefore 
worthy that we serve and honour him, and that he 
reign over us ; and that he be our King and Law^ 
giver, who gave his own life for us, that we should not 
perish, but have everlasting life t in him. He has laid 
down his life for you, and can you not lay down your 
sins for his sake ; yea, for your own sakes ] Con- 
sider, that he descended from the glory of his Father, 
to bring jrou to glory ; and can you not depart from 
the withering glory of this world, that you may inherit 
his glory which is everlasting! It is that wrong, 
false self in man which only hinders it, it is that only 
which objects against it, that consults, and endeavours 
to avoid the Cross. 

This self has in all times been desirous to be in 

great esteem, and has therefore, in all ages, hindered 

men from doing the will of God, on earth, as it is in 

heaven ; but where self is disannulled, and men have 

had no great esteem for the selfish part, but have 

humbled themselves to the death of the Cross of 

Christ, that he might deliver them from the wrath to 

come, and give them an inheritance in the kingdom of 

his Father, there the will of God will be done on earth, 

as it is in heaven, and therein will the heavenly Father 

be glorified. On the contrary, those that live in sin, 

they are in communion with the devil, and drink his 

cup of unrighteousness : which however it is sweet in 

the mouth, is afterwards bitter in the belly. And 

though it be sweet here for a time, it shall afterwards 

be crabbed and distasteftd. Again, the cup of Christ 

is here bitter in the mouth, but sweet hereafter in the 

belly ; here sour, but hereafter pleasant : You, said 

he, shaU weep and lament, but the world shall rejoice : 

but observe the end hereof, your sorrow shall be turned 

ntojoy,X but their rejoicing into weeping. 

• Luke il 7. f John ui. 16. \ ^?i\i\jkiLNV^^. 
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And this is therefore the word of truth, no mwLj 
shall enjoy the cup of blessing, or drink out of thecujf^' 
of salvation, but he that has first drunk of the cup w? ** 
tribulation; he that has first known his fellowshi*^" 
with the siifferings of Christ, and of his holy mystiwr* 
Cross : for those that suffer witli him, shall reign witi f_^ 
him, and zjo Cross no Cronm. I^ 

Lean then upon his breast, for so does the Bride'a f^ 
spirit* Trust in Aim, and not in man,f nor in yoiit- ■[' 
selves, for he will guide you best, because he is given 1* 
you of God, to be your heavenly guide. And if it * 
should be in a way under the Cross, {which way i' * 
proper to him,) yet it is notwithstanding, a way of joy 
and pleasantness, and all his holy paths are peace to r 
Uiose that love him. 0, therefore, feel his holy draw- ' 
ings, and wait in his light upon his holy movinga in ' 
your souls ; Stand still and see his salvation wroughl 
in you, by his man arm ;J that you may know him to I 
be Jesus indeed, viz. a Saviour, as well from youi 
sins here, as from the wrath to come ; and that he may \ 
preserve you from vain thoughts, vain words, and vtun j 
conversations, yea, from the voluntary worship of this 
world, and from the slavish fear of man ; to the end ' 
that he may work his own work in you, and make ■ 
you conformable to his own blessed image ; and that 
you may be made free by the Lord, through the power = 
of his everlasting Gospel, which is now again sounded ' 
forth by his own Angel, to the inhabitants of the earth, > 
calling with a loud voice, Fear God, and give ffloiy to ' 
him; fw the hour of his judgment is come,^ And '• 
you must feel this judgment in your hearts, that the 
{ffince of this world, with all his etil seed, with all his 
tBTong plants,\ and appearances may be judged in 
you ; and that you may be witnesses upon earth for 
God, and the Lamb, Ihat sits upon the throne, against 
all darkness of men and devils : nay, against death, 
hell, and the grave : and that God may bless you 
wj'th aJJ sorts oJ'blessinga in Chi\eS, Je?,ua. 
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But yet I find myself pressed in spirit, to give you 
one warning more, viz. That you would no longer use 
vain words, (though true in themselves,) because they 
are worth nothing ; for they take God's name in vain, 
that use it without life and power. And I entreat all 
those that endeavour to know God, and come up to 
the true life of his dear Son, that you make no pro- 
fession of worship, without the feeling, preparing, and 
ordering of the true and overcoming power of God : 
for such worship is not of God : and such professors 
are poor^ lean, naked, and miserable people ; yea, they 
are only as chaff among the corn. And therefore 
beware you of that woman Jezebel, the false pro^ 
phetess, of whom the early Christians were warned,* 
who has the words but not the life of the Son of God. 
Her preaching tends to death, she makes a talk of the 
sound and fame of Wisdom, (but will not afterwards 
harbour her when she cries in her streets,) she awakens 
none, she brings no man to God; she does not build 
up in the heavenly work, nor administer the right 
spiritual bread to the soul. For Christ only is the 
bread which gives life eternal, and those that will eat 
of this bread, must first come to him;t let him into 
your hearts as Lord and Master, to provide and order 
his, to his praise, and as such must he be received, 
when he appears in the souls, even as a refiner's fire, 
and as a fuller's soap, to purify and refine from all 
unrighteousness;! yea, to reveal unto men their sins, 
and destroy the same with the brightness of his com- 
ing, and with the spirit of his mouth, in which no 
deceit is found. He is that light in the brightness of 
his coming, which you must love, and whose testimony 
you must keep, and he is the quickening Spirit, whose 
breath of his mouth revives the soul, and destroys the 
sin that slays it: for all those that come to receive 
him in this office, in this way, and in this work, shall 
also know, that he is the Lamb of God which taketh 

* Rev. ii 20. t ^iohn yU %% 83. S5. 61. X Mai. ui. 2. 
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atDoy the tin of the world,* the spiritual passover, the 
heavenly bread, the true vine, which bringeth foitli 
the new wine of the kingdom, the blessed olive tree'jt- 
yea, the tree of life, and eternal salvation, which grows, 
in the midst of the paradise of GodjJ whose leaves. 
are for the healing of the nations. 

This is a salutation to you all, from the holy and 
fervent love which God has poured into my heart and. 
soul : who am in a travail to help the nations to be 
gathered to Christ, the light and salvation thereofjf 
that Zion may be the joy and Jerusalem the praise] 
of the whole earth, Auien, Amen. 
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